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Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of lowa Code sections 47.1 and 17A.3, the Secretary of State hereby gives
Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 21, “Election Forms and Instructions,” lowa Administrative
Code.

These amendments are necessary to establish uniformity throughout the state regarding the last day
to receive timely postmarked absentee ballots in any election in which the United States post office
is closed on the deadline for receipt of absentee ballots after an election. Currently, when the county
canvass of votes is to be held on the Monday or Tuesday following an election, the statutory deadline for
receiving absentee ballots that are timely postmarked is noon on the Monday after the election. Following
the November 6, 2012, Presidential Election, the United States post office will be closed on Monday,
November 12, 2012, in observance of the Veteran’s Day holiday. For this reason, the post office will
not be delivering any absentee ballots to county auditors’ offices on the Monday following the election.
County auditors are not required to close their offices on Monday, November 12, 2012, in observance
of Veteran’s Day, but some will choose to do so. If the county auditor’s office is closed on Monday,
November 12, 2012, in observance of Veteran’s Day, lowa Code section 47.4 moves the deadline to
receive absentee ballots to the next day on which the county auditor’s office is open. If a county auditor’s
office is not closed on Monday, November 12, 2012, in observance of Veteran’s Day, then the deadline
for receipt of absentee ballots in that county will be Friday, November 9, 2012, because even though the
auditor’s office will be open, the post office will not be delivering mail on that Monday. This creates
the potential for some counties to accept final delivery of timely postmarked absentee ballots on Friday,
November 9, 2012, while other counties will accept timely postmarked absentee ballots until noon on
Tuesday, November 13, 2012. In the interest of uniformity across the state related to absentee ballot
receipt deadlines and in an effort to ensure as many timely postmarked absentee ballots are counted in
November 2012 as possible, amendments to Chapter 21 are proposed.

Any interested person may make written suggestions or comments on the proposed amendments on
or before July 3, 2012. Written suggestions or comments should be directed to Sarah Reisetter, Director
of Elections, Office of the Secretary of State, First Floor, Lucas State Office Building, Des Moines, lowa
50319.

Persons who want to convey their views orally should contact the Secretary of State’s office by
telephone at (515)281-0145 or in person at the Secretary of State’s office on the first floor of the Lucas
State Office Building.

Requests for a public hearing must be received by July 3, 2012.

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.

These amendments are intended to implement lowa Code sections 47.1, 47.4, 50.24 and 53.17.

The following amendments are proposed.

ITEM 1.  Adopt the following new rule 721—21.12(47,53):

721—21.12(47,53) Absentee ballot receipt deadline when the United States post office is closed on
the deadline for receipt of absentee ballots. When the United States post office is closed in observance
of a federal holiday and is not delivering mail on the deadline for receipt of absentee ballots as set forth



in lowa Code section 53.17, the deadline to receive mailed and timely postmarked absentee ballots shall
move to the next business day on which mail delivery is available.
This rule is intended to implement lowa Code sections 47.1, 47.4 and 53.17.

ITEM 2. Adopt the following new rule 721—21.13(47,50):

721—21.13(47,50) Canvass date adjustment when the United States post office is closed on the
deadline for receipt of absentee ballots.

21.13(1) When the United States post office is closed on a Monday that is also the deadline for receipt
of absentee ballots, the county board of canvassers may hold the canvass on the Tuesday or Wednesday
following the election.

21.13(2) When the United States post office is closed on a Thursday that is also the deadline for
receipt of absentee ballots, the county board of canvassers shall hold the canvass on the Friday after the
election, no earlier than 1 p.m.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 47.1, 47.4 and 50.24.



